Natural antibodies against the carcinoembryonic antigen (CEA) and a related antigen, NCA, in human sera.
Natural antibodies directed against CEA and a related antigen, NCA, have been demonstrated in all normal and pathological sera using an EIA, although they have never been detected by RIA. These antibodies are not anti-blood group antibodies, as their titer was decreased only slightly by absorption with blood group substances. The study of their reactivity with deglycosylated antigens demonstrated that they were directed against peptidic epitopes. Antibodies against NCA or CEA, purified using specific immunosorbents, cross-reacted with all the antigens of the "CEA family" but not or only weakly with unrelated antigens.